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REVEREND SIR, 


Feb. 3, 1728-9. 


E Opinion I have of your Sin- 
crit) has induc'd me to give 
= you an Anſwer to your Letter. 
And becauſe there may be Some, 
who are as ſincerely my Friends 
as yourſelf, and many, who, through one Sort 
of Weakneſs or other, may be diſpoſed to 
wake the ſame 7raſþ Conſtruction of m 
Book, as you have done, I have taken this 
publick Method of anfwering you, and doing 
| as ſelf Fuſtice, As I think you are greatly 
miſtaken in your Cenſure, I ſhall conceal your 
Name, for your Honour, and as it was ſent 
me in a private Letter, for my own, And as 
I never have, ſo I never will let any one 
know who is my kind Correſpondent, 
whatever Satisfaction it might otherwiſe 
be to me to have it known, I hal fo 
| good, and, fo truly worthy a Man, ſo 
much my Friend. I ſhall not enter into the 
Motives for your Opinion, whether it pro» 
5 B | ceeded 


(2) 


ceeded from any Partiality, or Tenderneſs, to 


any, or all the Perſons concern'd, in my Cen- 
ſure, or no; but conſider it, as I truly bope, 


it was intended, as ſent me out of ſincere 


Kindneſs to my ſelf. And as while you con- 
zinue in the Sntiments of my Performance, you 
at preſent have, I muſt ſutter in your good 
Opinion; while the Affection you bear me, 
. muſt make you be glad to have no Reaſon 
for it, and while the ſincere Deſire I have 
to preſerve your good Opinion muſt make 
me willing to ſet you right in the Matter, 
I hope my An/wer fraught with all theſe 
Ind uct ments to ſend it, will meet with a 


favourable Reception at your «Hands, I 


thought I could do no leſs than make you a 
Preſent of my Works, in return for the 
Favour you had done me of the like Kind, 
The Dye was caſt before your Letter reach'd 
me; nor had 1 receiv'd it earlier ſhould I 
have chang'd my Reſolution, For which you 
Mall have my Reaſons at large, as ſoon as I 
have copied your Letter, 


| | — Fan. 31, 1728-9, 
185 i 
7 Have heard read a good Part of both the 
2 you ſent me laſt Night, and think 
the good Parts jo mall, the uſeleſs Parts ſo 
large, the Mixture ſo ſtrange, the Reſentments 
you ex reſt fo unchriſtian, and the Part about 
old Maids ſo extravagantly bad, that if you 
publiſh them, you will perhaps utterly diſoblige 
your Patron, and nay, it may be, ruin I 
e 


1 


(3) 
If. If it be not the utterly too late, 1 
14 7 N to .. 2 as being 


Your real Friend 


* 


Yov have bere, Sir, taken upon you to 
paſ a very heavy Charge on both my late 

ritings; one of which, being out of the 
union, I ſhall ſay nothing to. Only, as far 
as your Cenſure extends to it, it is the firſt 
Time I have heard it diſapproved, tho' Men 
of unqueſtionable Viſdom and Goodneſs, and 
that wiſh me very well, have read it, I 
don't in the leaſt doubt but the publiſbing it 
will have ſome good Efe#, among the thought- 
leſs, and inconfiderate Part of Mankind, into 
whoſe Hands 1t may fall, by the Example I 
have therein given them, of an early Inquiry 
into the Nature, and End of LIE. It was 
for theBerefit of Theſe I publiſh'd it, and if it 
miſcarries of its End, it will be only of that 
for which it was made public; for it was writ 
for my own. 

AND now, Sir, as to my latter * 
ance, had I receiv'd your Letter in Time, 
how little Reaſon had I had, to have put 
a Stop to my Proceeding, when ſuch an a- 
vowedly ill-grounded, and ſo raſh a Cenſure 
had been paſſed upon it? A Cenſure on the 
whole,with an expreſs Acknowledgment you had 
not heard read the whele, This I can freel 
excuſe in you, knowing the bon / Warmt 
of your Temper, tho' I ſhould never have 
excus'd it in my ſelf, 3 I may 

2 


not 


(4) 


not haps, be conflitutionaly leſs warm, 
nor * my Age, leſs boneff, than 
you are, I thall now give you my Obſerva- 
zious on every Article of your Letter, and 
if I give a full, and a deciſive Anſwer to every 
rticular you lay to my Charge, I hope, 
rom the good will which I am aſſured you 


bear me, you will be pleard to 2 your 


ſelf miſtaken. 


You x fr ft Charge is, That the good Parts 
re ſmall”, I am ſurpriz'd how you could ſay 
his, without reading the Whole. Since with- 
out it, it was impoſſible for you to come 
at the Knowledge of the Proportion between 
what you approved, and what you might not. 
Your — Charge is expoſed to the ſame 
Objection for the ſame Reaſon: Tho' not, 
I confeſs, ſo fully, becauſe the uſeleſs Part 
of any Performance may be large, when the 


major part is not ſo, In this Senſe, Sir, I 


could willingly allow the juſffneſs of your 
Cenſure, for i pretend not to 4 fl which 
no Man, no, my Friend, not you your 
ſelf, ever did before me. Then © The Alis. 
ture is fo ſtrange. Loet me ask you here, 
Sir, did you never ſee, without Surprize, 
half a Dozen diferent Diſhes of Meat ſet 
together, on the ſame Table? or did you ne- 
yer put on your Cloaths, or read your Taylor's 
Bill without Aſtoniſhment, at the Sill, Toif, 
Buc kram, Stay-tape, Wood, and Cloath that 
compa them? The Mixture, Sir, in my 
Book, how ſtrange ſoever it appears to you, 
is no ffranger an Obje than either of Theſe. 
As both theſe, notwithſtanding the Diverſity 


there 


s . 
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| there is in the ſeveral Parts, confpire in the 
ſame End, the one to nouriſh, and the 
other to keep the Body warm, and decent, ſo 
every Part of the Mixture of my Book, tends 
to make thoſe that are not fo of my Read- 


ers, good Men, good Engliſhmen, and good 
Chriſtians. Nay, I had in View, the doing 
ood to the Ladies, (and to all Ladies that 
and in need cf the Goo p which my bo- 
neſt Advice carries in it,) to my Knight, and 
to his aged Brother likewiſe, This was a 
Charity which as a Man, and as a 2 1 
thought I ow'd them. Indeed I muſt own, 
like an honeſt and able Artif, I was obliged, 
in order to do them any good, to cut away a 
pretty deal of proud Fleſh,to come at the Bot- 
tom of their reſpective Ailments, but | hope 
they will not think themſelvesthe leſs oblig- 
ed to me for it, when it was ſo neceſſary for 
their reſpective Cures, Shew me one Paſ- 
ſage, nay, even that woted one on Old 
Mails, that does not conſpire to this Ed; 
or that may not be conſtrued fo, (and if it 
may, it would be pretty difficult to ſay, 
WHY it ſhould NOT.) and I will acknow- 
ledge you in the Right, and my ſelf miffaken? 
Nay, I will be bound to do that, which I 
can aſſure you, (as my Mind is, at preſent 
and as it has ſtood a good while) 1 ſhould 
not count a ſlight Sacrifice, Give up my Pen 
from ever troubling the Publick with zny of 
my Sentiments, on any Account, any more. 
But further, had you done what you ought 
to have done, before you cenſur'd the Strange= 
ne of the Mixture, to have beard read the 
whole; had you attended, you waull have 
ES | dun 


(6) 

found the Faftneſs of the ſeveral Tranſitions 
from one Subject to another throughout, —— 
But“ my Reſentments are anchribien,” How 
#ncbaritably precipitate are you in your Judg- 
ment, to think ſo, while you are ignorant 
of the Spirit in which I wrote, and while 
there is no Sentence, no not the ſevereft, that, 
nece ffarily, implies this Cenſure? There is an 
Find at once of all Reproof, if it cannot be 

iven without the Suppo al of an unchriftian 

pirit in the Giver of it.— But“ the Part 
* about Old Maids is ſo extravagantly bad.“ 
This, I do own, has ſome Trath in it, as I 
believe yourſelf, and ſome others have taken it, 
but which, I don't doubt before I end this 
Letter to ſhew you, as difficult a Thing as 
vou may think it, has been doing all your 
1 and Me great Injuſice. I do own 

owever, that a Word I had ſo much Senſe 
as not to think adviſable to write at length, 
had been better not writ at all, or at leaſt 
not parapbrasd upon, ſince it has appeared 
ſo indecent, (and I own is fo in the Senſe it is 
taken) and fo ill an Uſe ha been by ſome 
made of it. An Uſe, by the way, that | had 
not the leaſt [lea of, and never once came in- 
to my Thoug'ts, however naturally it thould 
ſeem to have preſented itſelf to your's, and 
to thoſe of ſome others of mv Readers. 

Tat remaining Part of your Letter, being 

Concluſions only which you draw from your 
Premiſes, I have nothing to do with the 
but as your Premiſes are true; which if 
prove to be ill-gronnded, your Inferences will 
al af themſelves. 


Ir 


„„ 
Ir you had beard read my Book ont (as, 1 


Leave, once more, to tell you you ougbt 


to have done, in Fuftce to yourſelf, and to 
me, before you had —— it, for many 
Things appear very different, as they are 
ſeen entire, or geparate) if, 1 ſay, you had 
heard read my Book throughout, and had at- 
terded, you would have found, there were 
two Reaſons that induced me to trouble the 
World on this Occaſion, a pricr, and a poſte» 
rior one. The former of theſe was a Reaſon 
of Neceſity, to which, while it ſubſfed, no 
Anſwer or Objeion can be made, by any one 
that informs himſelf of the State of the Caſe, 
* Why it ſhould not have taken place. Or 
when he has acquainted himſelf with it, has 
any Lenſe of the Circumſtance I was in, on 
Account of it.“ An innocent Perſon flies 
to me for Protection, under an unjuſt Ac- 
A cnſation, wherein her Reputation and Life 
« it{elf were at Stake. I ingnire, with great 
« Humanity, into it, and find Reaſon to 
„ ſuppoſe her juſtly accuſed, and am, for 
« ſo doing, ſuſpeted my by a Magiſtrate, 
« of 1 an Accomplice with her; ſhe is 
« ftill in Priſon, and not certainly known to 
be innocent, and. a Warrart iſſued to take 
* me up, by that very Man (if he deſerves 
to be called fo) whom I deſired might re- 
* confider the Matter, which muſt neceſ- 
« ſarily, and unavoidably, have been attend- 
ed (for there was directly the ſame Evi- 
< dence againſt me as againſt her, that is, 
* the ＋ 4 Pleaſure of her Miſreſ.) 
* with a Suſpicion, or, at lcait, a Kumony 
g « which 


| (8) 
(* which alone, let me tell you, would have 
been no light Matter) of wy being actu- 


ally concern d with her“ Let auy Man 
alive read this State of the Caſe, in ſhort, or 
as I have writ it, at large, the firſt 27 Pages 
of my Book, and ſee if any prudenter Me- 
. thod could be thought on to ſcreen my ſelf 
from the terrible Conſequences which through 

the Wickedneſs and Weakneſs of thoſe that 

were concern'd, were impending.on me, than 

to ſet about the doing what I, did, I mean, 
the making the molt publick Appeal poſ- 

ſible againſt the Injuftice that was done me. 

To Whom could I have gone and complained 

of the Hardſhip, who could have been . 
of my Innocence? Eſpecially conſidering 
what had ſo lately broken out on the Chara- 
Ger of one, thought as virtuous and as honeſt as 
my ſelf. I am ſorry to have Occaſion to 
ment ion II now, for I would not willingly 
revive the Calamity of any Man; but the 
Aeceſity of the O's muſt be my Apology :- 
For ſurely it muſt be allowed by every one; 
that it ought to have had, then, great Weight 
with me. There muſt be no common Senſe in 
the World, if it can be thought, as the Caſe 
was then, that I had any other Method to 

purſue to do my ſelf juſtice, and to prevent 
the ill Conſequence of the irregular Pro- 
ceedings againſt me from breaking over 
my Head, than that which I have ment ion- 
ed. And to WHOM could I fo properly 
have addreſſed my ſelf, on that Occaſion, as 
to the noble Perſon, I had Reconrſe to, when 
to all other Conſiderations, it ſhall be * 


* 


0 
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* That I was expreſsly told, That his Lord- 
ſhip would be made acquainted with it that 
Afternoon, The committed Party was ſtill in 
Priton, and as Icould not divine, might really 
reve guilty, I had as carefully, and as pru- 
ently as I could, enquir'd what ground 
there was for the Suſpicion againſt her, in or. 
der to roceed with the greateſt Caution and 
Adviſedneſs in the Aﬀair, And what could 
I do more? And then the Thing turn'd thort 
upon my ſelf, Let any one cc th Keffe7i- 
ons I have made on my Conduct, P. 28, &c. 
and let me be condemn'd if I acted irregnlarly 
or even imprudently, however wa; n, in the 
Matter. Or if I had not the bighsf I juſti e 
done me, or itood not in the moti imminent 
Danger of Suffering a much greater. 
Through God's good Providence to Me and 
to ber, ſhe was di/charg'd the next Day, afer 
three Days Confinement. And thoſe very 
Perſons were forced moſt diſhonourably for 
themſelves, but moſt hanourably for her, to re- 
leaſe her, that had ſent her to Priſo 
Nez the Matter had in all probability 
ſlept. as to my /elf at leaſt, as to the 
 Tyjury done we, had there been no L1s1- 
Do & IRACUNDIA, no KN1GnTri yy lawle's 
lerding over a Laler Fubjeck to take Place af- 
terwards, I am then TAKEN UP in 
* the maſt car lalont manner, mention d P. 
* 24. wen the reſt of the Proceedings be- 
© fore the Co-wer hips were had . oF 
Let any Man in tae World conuttder wat 


unn 


Rea ſon 


5 
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Reaſon there was for doing 1 1, or what 
Patience and Moderation were ſufficient to 
bear this extravagant Miſ-uſe of Authority, 
(after what I had a ſuffer d) in the out- 
ragious Manner in which it was exerciſed. I 
am aſhamed there is not Virtue enough in 
the World to hiſs at that Man, wherever he 
appears, that with ſo much Inſolence abuſed in 
myParticular,the Power he was intruſted with, 
towards every Fellow Subject: I think ſuch 
a licentious Proceeding can receive neither 

Aleviation nor Aggravation from the Qualit 
of the Perſon ſo 1njured ; and therefore I a/- 
fo nothing to myſelf on that Head. Could 
have deſerv'd the Privilege of living in a 
{rce Country, if J had ſat down contentedly 
nader this Uſage, and made xo Complaint of 
the Barbarity of the Proceedings ? Could I 
have ever deſerved afterwards the Name of 
a Man, or a Gentleman, had I done it? I love 
as lirtie as another to make a Noiſe, or be 
tall'd of, but if Of-nces do come, let them 

take the Conſequences of them for me, b 
vom they do „ : I aſſure the World, 
as warm a Man as I am, no Charge ſhall ever 
be laid, on any Occaſion, to my Account, 
whatever Chora7er I may bear, on that Rec- 
koning. Remove Offences, of anySort, I will, 
if I can, at any time, but occaſion them 1 
mover will, Let any Man ſhew me what Rea- 
Jon I had to acquieſce under ſuch an Afront, 
or hat Satisfaction I could have made me 
any cther way, for this voluntary, exaſperat- 
ing, additional ill Uſage? An Iury much 
greater than that of manyWrengs, for which 
the Law gives an Adion. What was ow 
; (it 


(11) 
left me to do, but to expoſe and make pul- 
lick Examples of Thoſe, who had cant d me 
this villainow Ignominy ? And whoſe Libido 
and Tracundia, unreprimanded, might cauſe 
it to fall, at any other Time, on any other 
Fellow-Subje4, And did I not in doing it, con- 
ſult likewiſe the Honour of every worthy 
wiſe and honeſt Man in the Commifton, who 
has in Deteſtation ſuch tyrannical Proceed- 
ings? Let any one that reads this, lay his 
nd on his Heart, and ask himſelf, whe- 
ther be would have acquieſced, without mak- 
ing ſome Repreſentation or other againſt ſuch 
an extravagant Abuſe of Power, had he ſuf- 
fer'd it bimſelf, and that in fo ſcandalous 
a Manner; f he was able : or without hav- 
ſome Fuftice or other, done the Authors 
of 1t? I never read of a more arbitrary, or 
a more dangerous Exerciſe of Power in the 
Star-Chamber, than was acted throughout 
this whole Affair. If I had ſaid and 
done all that I have faithfully related of 
my ſelf in the Narration, without having had 
anyMannerof Provocation, (as the impudently 
ſuſpeting me of a capital Crime, to my Face, 
0 One Fo ice, or the offcious ſending his War- 
rant twice to take me up of the Other, and 
that after I had been twice, that very Day, 
to look after him) could they have been 
excus'd for calling me to an Acconnt for it, 
in ſo flagrantly villainons a Manner, for 
repreſenting to a Brother Juſtice, © he had 
done a wrong Thing, when he had adu- 
ally done it ? —Surely, No. Much lefs can 
they be ſo, after the outrageous Frovocat ion 
given, If Men that read this were not 
OE 2 wholly 


(12). 
wholly deſtitute of all Conſideration, how 
Injuries done to another afte& themſelves in 
a free State, no Man would read this, and 
not think bimſelf inſulted, and affromted, 
in the Affront, and Injury, done to Me 
and would not reſent it accordingly, And 
I ſhould have the Thaxks of every one for 
expreſling a Reſentment of it, that ſo much 
became me to ſhew, as a Man, an Ergliſh- 
man, a Gentleman, and I am forry I cannot 
fay for the Advantage of the Charafer (not 
having then been in the infant State of it, 
which I have the Honour cf being in, at pre- 
ſent,) of a Clergyman, And eſpecially, in as 
much as by doing it, I do the left that can 
be done by me, in order to prevent the like 
being acted over, towards him, or bis, that 
reads this. And it is for them in whoſe Power 
it is, if they think fit, and that for their own 
Sakes, and not for mine, to do the reſt, What 


End of Government or Magi/ſracy was there 
anſwered, by ſending a Conſtable and two Men 
after me, or indced troubling their Heads 
with me any more, after the Party's Dif- 
charge? --- But © What Iyjury was done me, 


when | was diſcharged ?” What Injury is there 
done any Man by a falſe — wa Andy af- 
ter he is honourably releaſed, yet the Law 
gives him an A@ion for the Injury ? Was 
not mine an Re Was I not in Pri- 
fon, as I was led up the Street in Sight of all 
the World, in Cuſtody of three Men? Was 
I not in Priſon in the Veftry, and was not the 
worthy Knight my Goaler? Should ſuch a 
Proceeging not be animadverted on? Or can 
it be animadverted on without the utmoſt 

Contempt 


(13) 
Contempt for the Author of it? Can it be ani» 
madverted on without Severity, eſpecially 
when there was ſuch coridus Matter to 
work on, and which the Benefit of the Sulje# 
abſolutely requir'd to havꝭ emarbd? Power 
in an wwiſe vain Man's Hand, is like a 
Knife, or a Candle in a Child's, and one can- 
not too ſoon give the Alarum, and bid the 
Ne1GHBOU Rs beware. Shall great and wiſe 
Miniſters of State be [and let me add, Sir, 
with too little Deteſfation] libell'd ever 
Day of their Lives, for doing that which 
may be, for ought they know who libel th 
(and which ought to be ſuppoſed fo, till the 
contrary be manifeſtly known) the very beſt 
Meaſures that could be taken, and not ſuch 
actual licentions Uſe of the Power of a little 
inſignificant Fuftice of Peace be taken notice 
of? Is the Liberty of the Subje@ ſo intirely in 
the Hands of any one Het of Magiſtrates or 
Miniſters, by our Conſtitution, as it is in 
theirs that are in the Commiſffton of Peace? 
And can there be too great Care taken how 
this Anthority is exerciſed? Can they not 
diftreſs and harraſs an inferior Fellow-SubzeZ 
at Pleaſure? And ought they to be allowed 
 impurely, when neither Reaſon of State, 
nor the Safety of the Community requires 
it? I; there Reaſun of STATE for the 
Knight's being in he Chair, or is the Safety 
of the Community wrapt up in his being a 
Fuſtice ? If fo, I hope we {hall ſoon ſee him 
© for his extraordinary Merits-Sake made a 
& TUNGE ”, But to return: Shall w& not be 
Prieft-ridden, and ſhall we be ee 
or 


Nos 
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For myPart I think Ecclefiaftick-Slavery every 
Whit 4 tua as Cl Aae, now 102 in Or- 
ders, as I thought it as bad before I was in 
them. In ſhort, they are both monffrous and 
abominable, and contrary to the Rights of Men 
and of Chriſtians, and never to be ſubmitted 
to. And he that remonfrates againſt any En- 
croachment of theſe natural Rights of ei- 
ther ſort, on any {uf Occaſion, is « Friend 
to his Country and to human Nature; and 
I deſire no higber Character. I have been 
a Friend to the Publick, if ever Man was, 
in giving an Account of theſe Proceedings, 
— I queſtion not I ſhall be held ſuch by 
all THost who have not By-Reaſons to pre- 
vent their ſpeaking their Minds; for it is 
impoſlible any Man can think otherwiſe. 
And if I did do it, ſhould not every Accom- 
lice bear bis or her own Burthen, accordin 
as they have acted nay in the Matter 3 
To have writ a dead lifeleſs Repreſentation 
of ſo flagrant an Ixjuſtice, would have been 
but one Step above concurring with them. 

t Them write in a dead, heavy, flegma- 
tick Manner, whoſe Subje& requires 1t, or 
who cannot write otherwi ſe. 

But, Sir, not to conceal it from you, 1 
have receiv'd another Letter on the Subject 
of my Book, from another my worthy Cor- 
_ reſpondent, who tells me of perſonal and 
enormous Abuſes in it, not to be approved in 


— 


a Layman, much leſs in a Clergyman , and ſo 
far conſpiring with what you have been 
pleaſed to intimate to me of the Unchriſtia- 
"ty of my Reſentments, and of the extrava- 
ant Manner of treating the Old Maids, &c. 
i beg your Leave to take bis Remarks in 


(1s) 
as I go along, where they. coincide with 

ours; and I beg bis Leave to be content I 
ſhould do it. I have too great a Regard for 
his good Opinion, as well as for yours, to 
loſe either, if | can preſerve it. And now, 


Sir, I ſhull be glad to know, where theſe 


perſonal and enormous Abuſes are to be met 
with, and on whom they fall? Is it on the 


Knight, the Ladies, the Servants Miftreſſes, 


or, on the old Gentleman ? 

Sir, not to enter into too large a Field in 
diſcuſſing what may, and what may not be 
ſaid of the perſonal Characters of Men which 
their Actions warrant, I ſhall only obſerve 
to yon, that, That which may, for ought I 
know, be juffly deem'd perſonal Ae out 
of an Accuſation, is not fo in one. I look 
on the Publick in a free State to be a 
Court of Fudicature, to which any one has 
a Liberty of appealing in any Caſe, he ſhall 
think fit; if he does it fairly, as I have 
done, by ſetting his Name to it, and is 
ready to abide by the Conſequence of it. It 
is impoſſible by expreſs Law, to provide for 
every Inconvenience that may ariſe to an 
one in a Community. And it is my Opini- 
on, that the publick Shame for having done 
an il! Aion, is no ſmall Puniſhment, nor the 
pablick Applauſe of having done a Good one 
a flight Reward. Whatever, Sir, may he 

ours, or any other Perſons Opinion of this 
Matter, let it ſuffice, this is mine. And it 
is a Method I will ever make uſe of to have 
Faftice done me on any HÞyury receiv'd, where 
no ready Redreſs is to be had, as in the jy 
before Us, any other way, and where the 
| Publick 


CIT 


606 
Publick is at all concern'd in the Injury; 
There is an End of Society, at once, if 10 45 
fributive Jjuſtice is to be had in any Caſe, 
and an Inconventence not to be borne, if not 
to be had on et) Occaſion, And if I ac- 
cuſe any Man any where, by the Laws of 
all Fuftice I am allow'd to lay every Thing 
to the Charge of that Man's Character, that 
has a Tendency to ſupport my Accuſation, 
National Laws do not concern themſelves 
guo animo this 1s done, but certainly the 
aw of ,Chrz/tianity requires it to be done, 
not out of Malice, but meerly for the Sake 
of. Juſlice. With what Spirit, whether of 
Malice or of Juſtice, J have acied in this 
Caſe, is known, primarily, only to bim that 
knows the Heart, and to my own Conſcience, 
But Jon and all my Readers might have 
known, had you read what I fay in two 
Places concerning it.“ If I have afualy 
writ and aded againſt every Perſon con- 
cern'd in the Cenſures of my Book, free 
from Malice, and in a way of Juſlice, as 
God knows I have) My reffections on their 
Chara@ers, are neither perſonal nor enormons, 
707 any Sort of Alnſ, in your Brether- 
Correſpondeuts Words, nor has my Reſent- 
ment been unchriſlian, or the Hauser I have 
treated the old Maids extravagantly bad, in 
your dun. The Subjeds, Sir, are infinitely 
too low for Malice, It is impoliible to bear 
Malice where there is ſo great a Call for 
Contempt. Had I done what to the Shame 
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of our Country and Conſtitution is done 
daily to other-gueſs Perſons than thoſe 1 
have had to deal with, both in Point of Merit 
and Rank, Had I, | ſay, what I might 
have done, printed my Caſs without my own 
Name, or without bis, which I have inſert- 
ed at len th, and blackned him what I could, 
(for it had been no difficult Matter ſo to have 
deſcribed him, as to have made him known 
from all other Men,) I ſhould have thought 
my ſelf infamous in doing it, as I do think 
al thole are, who, be they who they wall, 
dodaily do the like, But I muſt beg your and 
all my Readers Pardon, if, as I have done, I 
think I have not done amiſs. I have charg'd 
Pride and Vanity on iny Knight, as a Man, an 
unworthy ungentleman-like Behaviour, as a 
Fuſtice, and St-p-d-ty on him as an Author. 
And wherein in doing it have I ofended? 
Is there any Mortal who reads my Book, and 
ſees not I have done it with Reaſon? If I 
miſtook the Rays that ſhine from his Angelick 
Fox M, for the Gliftering of his Buttons, and 
Button-boles, it was but a Deceptio viſa, 
which I hope may meet with an eaſy Ex- 
cuſe in me whoam known to be ſo extreme- 
ly Short-ſighted. I am readier to as Pardon 
than I am to offend, and if what, I hear, he 
ſays be true, That he had a plain Suit 
on that Day, I muſt certainly have 
been miſtaken. And, if they bone from 
any Place, they muſt undoubtedly have 
ſhone from his Fox Mu. Was it a perſonal and 

enormous Abuſe towards him, to vindicate 

the Age I live in, from his ſcandalous Impu- 

tation of an Atheiftical Opinion, which was 

D never 
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. ev er to be found in the Writings of it? 1 
mould be glad to be inform'd by what Right - 
a Magiſtrate ſhall dare at the Head of a 
Conrt of Fudicature to make the Age more 
wicked than it really is. I think every Man 
that lives in it ſuffers by 2 more eſpe- 
If i 


cially the GOVERNMENT. t was an 0- 
inion he has met with in any of the impious 

Books that have been at any Time publiſbed, 
Jet him ame his Author. If it be not to 
be found any where, Why ſhould not he be 
thought the Author of it, and treated ac- 
cordingly? Had the © pretending to an In- 
* quiry after ſenſible Idea; of the ſpiritual and 
* [ſupernatural Truths of Eternal Tig been a 
Dodrine which we might have known the 
full Mear.ing of, the Crime had not been fo 
great, but 10 fet abroach a Tenet, as high- 
ly impious, of which no body knows the 

Meaning, leaves the Minds of the Vulgar 
at large to think it a Matter of the moſt ter- 
rible Conſequence, and a Mark of the great- 
eſt Impj-ty poflible. And how could I have 
done a greater Service to the Publick than to 
put a Stop at once, to all looſe Conjecture . 
concerning it, by ſaying “ That neither 
« bimſelf nor any one that beard him knew 
* what be meant“? This I ventur'dto ſay, for 
the yu lick Good, at the Hazard of ſhewing 
my own Jgnorance : For I don't pretend, that 
whatever I can't my ſelf underſtand, is not to 
be 1:der/{ood by any body elſe; and for ought 
I know this may be fo, by all thoſe who have 
cenſured me, for doing hin, and my 
But though I expreſſed my ſelf univer/aly, I 
hope I ſhall have the Juſtice done me — be 
under- 


(19) | 
underſtood generaly only, ſince the Mouth of 
a Court of Juſtice is ſuppoſed to ſpeak the 
Seutiments of every One preſent, and there may 
have been thoſe, on one fide or other of him, 
yo ought I 3 2 I n ſure b 7 
etting him ſpeak for them,cught to be/uppo/e 
to — — 8 IWhat he — In dan 1 1 
have any where, or in any Thing, made an 
unwarrantable Retaliation on him, let him 
take his Redreſs, when, and where he can, I 
have ſaid it in my Book, and I fay it again, 
*I am ready to ſtand the Conſequence 
* of it. And defire no more Favour than 
* the Law allows”. He knows as well 
where to find me by a Writ, as he did by a 
Warrant, or as when he ſent me a Copy of 
his LORE. I am ready to anſwer for what 
I have done, as I hope I ſhall ever be for 
what I ſhall hereafter ever do in any Con- 
dition, or in anyCharacter; in Earth, and in 
Heaven, This la, Sir, I could not ſay, 
were my Reſentment urchriſliun, nor the fir jt 
were there any perſonal OF CHO MOONS * 
Let me intreat you, my 2 Friend, once 
more to conſider, (for I ſuffer extremely in 
thinking I ſuffer at all in your good Opini- 
on) Does all Reſentment of Þjury imply Ma- 

lice ? or mult it be thought anchriflen Do 
Divines interpret that Text of Turning the 
one Cheek to bim that has ftlriken the other, in 
this Manner? If jt muſt be «ndriftian to 
animadvert a little tartly on a Conduct ſa 
irregular, There muſt be an End of all Con- 
redion whatſoever, A Fellow that knocks 
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me down in the Steeet, muſt not be proſe- 
cuted, and bang d. Nay, a Child, at this rate, 
muſt not be whipt at School, For in ſhort 
I ſhould be glad to know, how 1 have Jaſ/d 
the Mirrour of Knightbood, but by helpin 
him to a ſenſible Idea of a Metaphorical Rod. 
And this, Sir, for the ſame End too that a 
Boy is whipt at School, that he may do, as he 
has done, no more. And that I may be the laf 
Perſon that may ſuffer by a licentious Ute 
of Power in his Hands, My Heart is no 
more able to bear Malice than the bolie/t 
Man's alive. I have too natural a Diſpo- 
ſition to pity and contempt,to bear Malice, and 
too muc — of Nature to have it 
take Root in my Mind, * Turn, Sir to that 
Paſſage in my Book where I _ to lay 
open the Irregularities of his aged Brother, 
Can any Thing be ſaid more tender ur more 
human? Or let my CHARACTERS ſpeak 
for me in this Reſpect, where I deſcribe 
twenty or thirty People, and ſay not one 
ill natur'd Thing of any of them, And 
which were writ, and publiſh'd by me, in 
order to ſet an Example of Love and Charity 
to the World, inſtead of that cryel Spirit of 
Envy, Malice, and Back-biting that is ſo fa- 
ſhionable. This is an End I ever had at 
Heart, and which I ever will have. For 
Heaven's ſake, Sir, take Care how you at 
any Time run into ſuch raſh Cenſures of 
any one's Conduct, tho! it be done, as I am 
ſatisfied 1t was, on my Occaſion, out of pure 
Kindneſs. g 
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——But as to the Maids Miſlreſſes, I hear 
you ſay, * How do you bring your ſelf off 
te there, and above all, as to what you went out 
ef your Way to ſay, againſt old Maids in 
« general ”? 

ell then, Sir, let the Knight be put out 
of the Nueſlion, and, if it thall fo pleaſe the 
higher Powers, for ever laid aſide. Or, with all 
my Heart, let him remain a dead Monument 
of my Mercy, as I ſhall a living one of his 
Fuſtice, 

And now, Sir, in the ff Place, of the La- 
dies, the Servant's Miſtrefſes, What have I ſaid 
of Them, that can be call'd “ extravagantly 
bad“ or indeed © bad at all”? What I have 
aſcrib'd to theſe, you may ſee in the Page 
referr'd to, * and I expreſsly did ir, (on my 
own Knowledge of their Charaders, ) in the 
Danger I was in, when I drew up the Caſe, 
as a preſumptive Colour of my own, and of 
the Servant's Innocence; and as a pruderti-! 
Reaſon for my being ſo jealous as I was from 
the beginning, of a great Piece of Injuf/ice 
being committed hy — I did not allow 
my ſelf to ſay this, at random, but on par- 
ticular and previous Information, of wich 
I am able at any Time to give abundant 
Proof, independent of what ariſes from their 
ATions (tho theſe I think ſtand in no need of 
any thing being added to them) in the Caſe in 
Oneſtion, | As to the ill natrr'd, and if 
you pleaſe to call it the extravagant Suppoſi- 
tion I make in another Place, of one of 
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them, I anſwer, that that is ſo far from a 
perſonal and enormous Abuſe, that J am not 
to this Day r- ſure that it was not the 

Cale. (belides I inſerted it only by way of 
Ar ument ſake.) But, Sir, notwithſtanding * 
trom manyReaſonsI have a high Preſumption 
to believe it true, Iam not ſo far diveſt- 
ed of all Humanity as to 2 it, tho' I 
have better Colour for its being true than 
either of them had againſt the poor Seryant, 
Did you hear read what theſe good Women 
ſaid of me when the poor Servant was before 
the Fuſtice, © That as be was the Stealer I 
was the Receiver of the Bank Nete ? 4 Do 
you know that I have Evidence to prove they 
ſaid, * “ That if I ſtood by the Maid, they 
had Money and would make me to fly”? 
Do you know that when ſhe was in the 
cold Priſon, they refuſed even te let her 
have her Stays, tho? Decency and the Cold 
fo much requir'd-it? If you did, where is 
the Senſe of blaming me for my Severity a- 
. gainſt them? A Severity that is not ſo much 

in my Words as in their Adtions and Chara» 
ders And not to have uſed it on ſuch an 
Occaſion, would have been Cruelty to hu- 
man Nature it ſelf. Or are you of Opini- 
on, that Women have no Souls, and conſe- 
quently are not accountable for what they do ? 
This, Sir, how much ſoever it would ſerve 
your Hypotheſis of not reſenting Injuries from 
them, I cannot come into; for, I muſt own, 


I ſhould be very ſorry fo much excellent 
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Virtue, as, hotwithſtanding the too too ma- 
ny defeive Characters of all Conditions, as 
mong them, there is, I thank God, to my 
Knowledge, to be found in the Sx, ſhould 
go without its Reward, And thus much as 
to the perſonal and enormous Abuſe, or ex- 
travagantly bad Treatment of the two parti- 
cular old Maids I have had Reſpe@ to in m 
Book. I ſhall conſider what I have ſaid fo 
extravagantly bad of the reſt of thatGeneration, 
and wherein I have enormouſly abuſed them, 
after I have ſubjoin'd a Word on my Man- 
ner of treating the old Gentleman, the only 
remaining particular Perſon I had to deal 
with in my Diſconrſe, 

Him I have charg'd expreſly in acting both 
in Manner and Matter, wea 7 illegally, and 
awwarrantably : And I have adde 
I have learn'd fince proves to have been ſaid 
with ſome Judgment,) © it was not the ff 
« Time, I was afraid, he had done ſo ”: For 
he forfeited his Commiſion under the great 
Earl Cowper, for the like Irregularity. I have 
ſtated his Deeds, and fully prov'd them, in 
my humble Apprehenſion, and in the Ap- 
prehenſion of all that I know that have 
read them, to have been ſo, Yet with what 
Tenderneſs J enter d upon this Article relat- 
ing to him, may be ſeen by any one, who 
will turn to the Page t, where I begin to 
examine into the Irregularity of his Proceed: 
ings. I forbore, out of pure Reſpect to his 
Age, not to mention his Name at length 
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not becauſe I had any thing to foo from 
doing it. I am ready to tell it to himſelf, or 
. to any Man that ſhall ask it of me. I have 
treated him likewiſe the more tenderly from 
a Senſe of the GreatneſKof the Temptation he 
was in to do as he did. Old Maids to old 
Men, may, for ought I know, be as tempt- 
ing, as young ones to young Men; and a Man 
muſt be an utter Stranger to human Nature, 
and indeed to himſelf, not to have, in this 
Reſpect, a Fellow-feeling of his Infirmity, and 
a natural Compaſton in one's Mind for him, 
on its Account, But whatever natural Rea- 
dineſs there is in all Men to obey, as ſo 
many Commands, the Deſires of their fair Si- 
„ers, Gor forbid, that they ſhould always 
be implicitely obey*d, without enquiring at 
all into the Nature of them, or that their 
Pleaſures ſhould be fo readily follow'd, in 
ſuch extravagantly bad Caſes, as was this, 
which I have cbarg'd and prov'd on this 
old Gentleman. | 
Tho' it does not, immediately, relate to 
any Article of your Letter, yet as it greatly 
tends to vindicate my Character, give me 
Leave, Sir, at the Cloſe of my Obſervations 
on my Condu# towards the Knight, and his 
worthy eller Brother, to take Notice, That 
I hear it is given out by them, and their 
few Friends, in Mitigation of their united 
Proceedings againſt me,“ That indeed I have 
told the 1ruth, but not the whole Truth, 
„ of what paſs'd between the old Gentleman 
* and myſelf; and that it was, by reaſon of 
* what 1 have not related, that the Honour 
5 of tic Commiilon was at Stake, if a War- 
oy & x wit 
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„rant was not iſſued againf, and an Fran- 
* ple made of me. I am not at all /urpriz'4 
to hear this is ſolemnly aver'd by the Knight, 
and T Hosz that reſemble him; and yet I can- 
not but ſay, I am, at the ſame Time, ex- 
tremely amaz'd to hear it Surprized 1 am 
not; for what elſe have they to ſay for 
what they did towards me? And what Man 
would refuſe the inſiſting on a Falſbocd to 
ſoften ſo great an Infamy, as their Procced- 
ings have drawn upon them? But I am ex- 
tremely amazd at the Impudence of what 
they have aſſerted. They give out, © That 
« beſides what I have fo particularly related 
« of what paſs'd between us, I gave him a 
4 great deal of abuſre Language, and parti- 
* cularly, that I call'd im Names, This, I 
ſay, in my Book expre/ly,** I did not, And, 
if I had, I would have as honeſtly told it, 
as I did all the e. For I think I had 
_ ſufficient Provocation given me to have been 
my Excuſe, in any reaſonable Mind, had ! 
done it; conſidering the pardonable Infirmity 
of human Nature, on ſuch an Occaſion. But 
though, notwithſtanding his Magiſtracy, I 
mould have been very little furry 1 bad 


done it, yet I muſt beg yours, Sir, and my 


Readers Pardon, if I cannot bear, however 
immaterial it really be, to have that laid 
to my Charge, which I was not gust) of. 
Can it be thought, had I call'd him any zu- 
Jurious Names, they would have been forgot 
in the Servants Afdavit, or in his Worſbip's 
own Account of the Story? He could re- 
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member a raſb Expreſſion, which I might, 
for ong'tt I know, (and becauſe I was not 
ſure I did not ſay it, I would not take upon 
me to deny it) have uttered in my Indigna- 
tion againſt the Ladies; and can it be thought 
he would have forgot what had immediately 
related to bimſelf? Thas 1s nothing but a 
cook'd-up Story lince, and, as a Demonſtra- 
tion for its being ſo, I appeal whether there 
was one expreſs ill Name given his Worſhip 
laid to my Charge in the Affidavit read a- 
ainſt me? Can 1t be thought they would 
ave gone ſo far out of their Way, to fiſh 
for Matter againſt me, as ſcandalouſly to ad- 
mit a poor Fellow's Oath of my Intention, 
while they had expreſs i»jurious Words to 
accuſe me of? Is it not really amazing they 
can have the Impudence to trump up this 
M me now, when it is known I went 
three Times, after the Affidavit that con- 
tain'd the whole Accuſation of his venerable 
Worſhip againſt me, and when they them- 
ſelves have ſupprels'd it? What Contrivance 
they may make hereafter to leſſen the Odi- 
wn, that has been ſo juſtly thrown on them, 
by feigning another, I cannot anſwer for, 
but I am as ſure as I am now alive, that 
any injurious Names were never given him 
by me, nor ever laid to my Charge in his 
Worlhip's Accuſation: And that I have not 
omitted the Senſe of the ſevereſf Thing J 
ſaid to him. As to Books and Reading, I 
have I confeſs a bad Memory, but in any 
Matter that afets me great y, the Memories 
of few ſcrve them better. And I have Ho- 
ve/'y to relate in a Caſe of Fuftice, what 
makes 


| (27) 
makes againſt me, as well as what made for 
me. If I had not reſolv d to be ſcrupulouſly 
conlcientious in my Relation, I had had no 
Occaſion to have concern'd my Reader with 
ſeveral Incidents, which for that Reaſon I 
thought myſelf obliged to mention, 


I come now, Sir, (and indeed I muſt ſay 
with very great Reluctance, for I am aſbam d 
of it) to take into Co eration that famous 
Paſſage, wnicn has been ſo much talk'd of, 
of the. Compliment z to which I hope you 
ſingly refecr d, when you ſay, that Part in m 
Book relating to old Maids is extravagantly 
bad; this being the only Place I ſpcak of 
them, in general, or wherein any old Maid 
is immediately concern d, but thoſe that aſ- 
ſiſted at the Spinfter-Petty-Seftons : For uſing 
which as they deſerv'd, | have no Apology 
to make, nor ever will make any. 

Now, notwithſtanding the great Excep- 
tion that as been taken at this Paſſage, much 
may be ſaid in Mitigation of the Offence : 
Greater” Men than I, and that very lately 
have committed Slips with their Pen, tho' T 
muſt needs ſay not of ioGx e a TConlequence, 
in Works not a Quarter ſo large, They have, 
as ſon as they were diſcover d, immedi ntely 
rectify'd them, have had them kin«ly and 
favourably pals'd over, (as indeed they ought 
for who, in fine, is perfect?) an mall 1 
deſpair of meeting with the like Indulge ice? 
Or ſhall I deſerve leſs to have it, on fo o- 
pen a Confeſton of my Fault, or on that in- 
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gennous Cont/ition, which, before I have done, 
i hope to expreſs to the Eyes of all the 
World * As the ſtrict Regard I had to Truth, 
caus'd me, when it made againſt me, to 
mention what had not immediate Relation 
to my Subject, I hope I ſhall be both pa- 
dowd and beliewd, if I make Uſe of the 
fame flrit Rggard to Truth, when it makes 
for me For which Reaton I beg Leave to 
ſuy, that when I went on that Paſſage, ALL 
that I had in my Thoughts was this, That a 
Creature endued with Reaſon, acting contra- 
* ry to it, is injerior to an irrational Crea- 
* ture, who duely follows its natural un- 
*. erring Inflinf,” And is not this true? 
Is not moral Depravity much worſe than 
natural Imperfedion * Will not a wicked 
Man hereafter wiſh he had been a Dog, a 
Horſe, or a Bull, or any other Creature, ra- 
ther than a reaſonable one, to be excuſed 
from grvivg an Account of his Altions? And 
will not a wicked Woman wiſh ſomethin 

like it? Is it not an immoral Thing for ei- 
ter Man or Woman to neglect Ore expreſs 
great End, für which they were made, on 
muiret and urworthy Motives 4 Or is it not 
doubly fo in the Fair Sex, if it be true, what 
1 think to be fo, that the little Care that is 
taken by them to adorn themſelves truly to 
allure Men to Marriage, is the Reaſon that 
% many care not for them in the Way of 
Wedlock; (the only truly deſirable Light a 
Woman can be ſeen in,) and which gives Oce 
caſion, tho' not a juſt one, fer ſo much Ir 
regularity among the Mey, and ſo much Mi- 
fery among the inferior Sort of M emen? I 
am 
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am ſincerely ſorry, that the Manner 
in which I expreſs'd this Sentiment ſhould 
have given Occaſion to any Error of Fudg- 
ment, or extravagant Imagination; however 
unreaſonable it is, that an Author, conſi- 
ing the Looſene/s of the Age we live in, 


thould be acconntable for ny ill Uſe that 
may be rhade of his Words, which he never 
intended. 1'wiſh with all my Heart, not- 
withſtanding all this, that this offenſive Paſ- 
ſage was expung d : But, as it is too, late to 
talk of that now, Where, I fain would know, 
is the Equity of their Minds, that will cen- 
fare a Man's whole Conduct, through 170 
Pages, I will not ſay, for a wrong Thought, 
becauſe my Thonght was jut, but for the 
wrong Expreſion of a right one? Shall a 
Flight on an Old Maid, eſpecially when it 
is ſo much for the Advantage and Good of 
the Toung Ones, be thought unpardonable ? 
Or ought we, in Reaſon, to quarrel at the 
Spots of the Sun, (I hope, Sir, you will par- 

on the Modeſly of the Alluſon) and not 
think how much we are beholden to him 
for the Benevolence of his Rays? 

If ever any Book was publiſh'd, that from 
the Beginning to the End favoured of a true 
Spirit of Benevolence and Good-will towards 

ank ind, mine is one; and that through all 
the Variety of the Subjects of it. My Cen- 
ſures extend only to thoſe, who, by their 
Adlions, have ſhewn themſelves of a contra- 
"7 Spirit, and only for having ern it, IS 
this a Thing, in the Words of your Brother» 
Correſpondent, not to be excusd in a Lay- 
man, much leſs in a Clergyman? If it be, I 


am 
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am ſure I neither underſtand common Senſe, 
or common Honeſty, and the Defe# of m 
Under ſlanding, not the Depravity of my WV ill 
muſt be arrargn'd. 

But it may be ſaid, © If I was 3 to 
Ide ſo extremely rigorous againſt my/elf, 
* as to mention whatever made againſt me, 
however immaterial to the Subjet, I might 
* have contented myſelf with the bare 
© Mention of it, excus'd it, and fo paſ#'d it 

« over.” _— I might have done ſu indeed; 
and ſince I fee what ill Uſe has been made 
of this Particular, I with with all my Heart 
I had. But, to ſpeak the Truth, | was wil- 
ling in a long, dry, argumentative Part, to 
unbend my own, and my Reaaer's Mind, 
with a little honeſt Pl:aſantry, for which, 
I hop'd, the good Uſe | thould make of it, 
—— be, to all graver Minds, my Excuſe. 
My Book l was relolv'd thould contain ſame 
Reflections on other Matters, of a fimilar Na- 
ture, though of a difimular c:ubjef, to that 
which originaly ſet me a- writing; And, among 
others, on the vicious Vanity and Pride of Vo- 
men, and on the ungentleman- like Cruelty of 
Men, Let this be anamelons or analogous to m 
primary Subject, I am ſure my Intent was good, 
and I thought it no ixdecent Thing, for one 
that was about to make fo great a Change in. 
his Life as I was, to take occaſion of ſhewing 
I hated Vice iu one fort of Life, before | 
came to recommend the forſaking it, and 

embracing Virtue in another. And ſurely 
may | not be pardoned if | writ as 1 was, 
when | both writ and printed it, and which 

I did not know but | might publiſh it in, in 
| a Lay- 
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a Lay-charaJer? I have ſeen as Variety 
of all Conditions of Life, asl believe any Man 
of my Age. | have ſeen and obſerved the 
Wants and Miſeries of human Nature, of 
which no State of it ſeems exempt to me, by 
which we are ſo wretched, but which certainl 
we may, by much the greateſt Part, 
our ſelves for. That of Hogace's, 
* Two vitio, rerum ne, labores, 

Nil referre putas? 
has often occur'a to me, as l have reflected 
on this melancholy Subject, and | am ſatisfy'd 
that the evil Manner in which the two Sexes 
conſider one another, contributes MoRE in 
its Canſes and Conſequences to this 
and miſerable Depravity of human Nature, 
than any One Thirg whatſoever. 2 that 
depl rable Negle# of Thought, Reflection or 
Confideration, which indeed is the great Pa- 
tent of that, and all other Irregularities both 
in Men and in Women; and which is fo 
amazing, that it ſhould get ſuch faſt hold of 
a Creature, whoſe greateſt Priviledge and 
Ornament is the Power of Thinking. For this 
Reaſon | was reſolved to take Notice of it, 
and to lay the Fault at their Door to whom 
it certainly belongs; to the Women firſt, and 
then to the Men, And what could tend more 
naturaly to influence all thoſe concern'd to act 
regularly, than to ſet before their Eyes in 
the f, Place, and in the frongeft Colours, 
the grievous Enormity of their reſpective 
Faults, I may, Sir, for ought I know loſe 
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my Labour for repreſenting this, as it ouglit 
to be, but Fa os I ſhall not my Re 
ward, If Women would take that Care they 
ought, to render themlielves, as I ſay, 
laſtivgly, aimable to our Sex, it is my O- 
pinion, Men would not be, in the general, fo 
wicked, nor Gentlemen of Fortune both ſo 
wicked and fo cruel, to the poorer Part of the 
Sex, as too many are, While they rob them 
fo readily, on all Occaſions of. that, for the 
loſs of which it is not in their Power togive 
them an equivalent, even in this Vorld; much 
leſs to compenſate them for what they bring 
them into the higheſt Danger of loſing in 
another. Is it not true that the Pride and Fa- 
xity of Women, the extraordinary and un- 
neceſlary Charges they bring with them c. 
makes many Men negle& them intirely in the 
Way of Medlock, and many others to live il 
with them in it? The repreſenting this as I 
thovght it ought to be (and I can't imagine 
why 1t might nt be allow d me, as well as 
another Man to do it) was the Motive that 
induced me to paraphraſe a little on a Word, 
Which, as I have ſaid, I was wiſe enough 
not to write at length, and which I heartily 
 wilh ſince it has given Offence, I had not 
writ at all, But I was no more aware of the 
eneral diffaſte, that Word excites in Peoples 
Minds, much leſs as innocently play'd upon 
there, than the Child that never heard it 
ſpoke. My general Doctrine, as I have ſta- 
ted it above, is certainly true, and I was 
only miſtaken in the Infance I took to illu- 
rate it by. Inſtating a general * hg 
I don't take it to be the Buſineſs of a 
| 36 Writer, 
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Vriter, or Preacher, or any Doctrinaliſt ta en- 
ter into every Minute exception to it. What 
is ſaid generaly ought not in any Caſe to be 
- underſtood —— and implies, by it ſelf 
an Exception. It may unqueſtionably have 
happened, and it may, for ought I know, 
be tne Cale with ſome antiquated Virgins, 
even in our Days that they have worthily 
and induſtrionſly devoted their Virginity 
to pioxs Uſes, and if there be a Reward for 
it, pray God give it them; but this ſhall 
never hinder me from Thi-:kirvg, nor, on Oc- 
caſion, ſaying That Marriage is the natural 
State of Women arriv'd to proper Maturity, 
as well as of Men; and, That Women of 
all Conditions do ill, when they neg- 
le& a reaſonable Opportunity of diſpoſing 
themſelves in Marriage. I am ſatisfy d that 
where there is one unmarried Woman 
forty (which 1s the Period of Female Age 
at which that unhappy State, which if I mn 
be thought ſo, I have iniquonſly rail'd at, in 
my Opinion, commences,) that is not, there 
are a hundred that are in it, by thoſe means 
I pointed at. And I fay this with the more 
Boldneſs, becauſe I am ſure there are few or 
none of our Autumnals but will confeſs it. 
For let any unmarried Woman paſt Forty lay 
her Hand on her Heart, and ſay if ſhe is 
not ſorry for having refuſed the reaſonable 
Offers that may have been made her in the 
earlier Days of her Life, I am ſure if ſhe 
1s not, I have a Right to ſay that ſhe never 
deſerv'd any ſhould be made her, I dan't 
know what others may think, but I muſt 


crave Leave to ſpeak for my ſelf, that I 
| F am 
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am now, and was then, upon a very ſerious 
Subject. I treated it a little Iudicrouſij, I uwn, 
as did not ill-become the State I was in, 
wen I writ it, but it was with a very 
ſerious Intention I did ſo, as may be obſerv'd 
by the ſerious Uſe I make of it. I treated 
it ludicrouſly that it might be read, and with 
Severity that it might have ſome Influence. 
Circum precordia luder? — To dally in Caſes 
of ſuch Moment, as this is, ſo eſſential to 
the Happineſs or Miſery of human Nature, 
is trifling away one's Time, witneſs the 
GLORIOUS Reformation which the Ridi- 
culing the prevailing Irregularity of the 
Sex of Gaming, laſt Winter on the Stage, has 
wrought, If a Man would do any Thing, 
when he 1s repreſenting ſuch grievous Enor- 
mities, he wuſt cut and ſlaſh to purpoſe, in 
order efeually to let out the venemou Bl 
that poy/ons the Conſtitution, And what I 
ſay of the Ladies, I fay of the Men, The 
little laſting Amiablenels that is ſought after 
by the gonerntity of the Sex, is no Excuſe 
that Men ſhould ruin poor inferior Females, 
becauſe they may not readily find among 
thoſe of a ſuitable Condition, without In- 
cumbrance, fit V7ves for them. I own with 
all my Heart, I have been Satyrical, and I 
was reſolved to be ſo. I thought, and I think 
ſti'l. and ſhall ever think, till the Manners 
of Man and Woman-Kind are in this deplor- 
able Reſpect reform'd, that the Extremity of 
the Czſe requir'd it, My Satyr, tho! a par- 
ticular Caſe gave Riſe to it, was general. 
And as writ without Malice, writ as 1t ought 

to 


(35) 

to be, I ſay in my Book, I made that Pi- 
aer for Edification ſake, and I ſeriouſly, 
and ſincerely meant it ſo. If any Weak or 
wicked Minds make an ill uſe of it, that 
ſurely ought not to be attributed to me, Wh 
never meant any RefleFion on any unhappy 
Creature, who has liv'd too long without 

the Honour, the Credit, and the — 
of a good Hushand. It ink they whoſe Caſe 
this is, are too much to be pit ied to be laugh d 
at, or made the Object of Ridicule of any 
one, any more than the noting the Irregula- 
rity of thoſe who have elaps'd their Seaſon, 
may be a Means, by correcting them, in 
Time, to prevent others coming into the 
like Condition. Let Women take Care to 
make themſelves truly and laſftingly lovely, 
and they need not fear of having Husbands 
that will make them happy. Let them in 
diſpoſing of themſelves give up a few Scores 
of Pounds of Pin-money, or a few hundred of 
Acres of Land in a Fointure, in Conſidera- 
tion of a Bundle "sf good Qualities in the 
Man they would marry. And let this be 
conſidered of by Parents in diſpoſing of their 
Daughters, and we ſhould ſoon ſee a better 
face of Things in the World. But which, 
without pretending to the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy, I do aver, we never ſhall ſee, till this 
Article, I have taken the Boldnels fo hear- 
tily to complain of, be amended. To con- 
clude, I cannot for my Life think that 
any Woman is not better placed on the Side 
of a Husband, and at the Head of a F.mily of 
half a dozen Children, than in a deſert State 
without both the Comfort of the One, or the 
F 2 Blefing 
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Blefing of the Other. And that all my fair 
Siſters might ſtand in a likelier Way of be- 
coming ſo than they ſeem to do, in gene- 
ral, at preſ-nt, was the Sake for which I 
writ this ſo exceptionable a Paſlage, and for 
writing which 1 have taken ſo much Pains 
to make myPeace,aiid to ſet myſelf right, both 
with then, and with you, Sir, who, tho' you, 
do not exceed me iu a virtuous Partiality for 
the fair Sex, are pleas'd to treat this Paſſage 
as ſo extra vagantiy bad. I thought myſelf 
abſolutcly oblige! fully to explain myſelf 
on this Hed: for I do firmly believe all Wo- 
men, Old Maids as wel! as Young,have Souls; 
and while they remained under a Prejudice 
againft me, how could I evi expect to be 
bereaſter of any Service to then? 

But to ſpeak Truth, it was not more my 
diſconſolate Siſters, than my miſerably de- 
praved Brethren that J had in View in writ- 
ing this, and another Part of my Book. *1 
went out of my Way, if I muſt be thought 
to have done it, with Deſ;gn, to do them this 
Piece of Service. To ſet them right, as far 
as my poor Endeavours would enable me to 
do, in a Point fo important to their Happi- 
ueſs as Men, and to their Honour, as Gent le- 
men. And I expreſsly indulg'd my ſelf in a 
little Liberty in hopes of inclining this 
u 'Ppy thoughtleſs Generation to take my 
Work into their Hands; who would have 
had in Horror any Thing, of it ſelf, intire- 
Iv ſerious, Citi.cr on this particular Subject 
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of the Uſe of Women, or of Morality, and Re- 
ligion, wich partly for theirs, and partly for 
my own lake, I annext to it. Men when 
they rg cannot avoid forming a Fudgment 
in their Minas, however contrary it may 
be to the Cour/e of their Practice; b the oc- 
curring of which to their Minds, L 4. leaſt 
Thougit on, they may poſlibly come to be 
influenc'd for their real Happineſs and Re- 
formation. And I do humbly hope that the 
Strength and Evidence of my Reaſoning, in 
every one of theſe Subjects, will be attend- 
ed with convitive Concluſions in ſome, (nay 
if it be but in One only, I ſhall not loſe my 
Labour) f their Minds, who perhaps never 
had a Thought or a Reflection worthy a Man, 
or a Gentleman, much leſs a Chriſtian, before. 

And thus much, dear Sir, at large, of 
your two moſt important Articles of Accuſa- 
tion of my unchriſtian Reſentment, and extra- 
vagantly bad Ireatment of any er all the Par- 
ties concern'd; and in Defence of another 
USELESS Part, or two, of my Book. In 
writing which, I would not have you think 
I have had in View to bring my ſelf off, by 
any affected Sophiſiry from meriting your 
weighty Imputations, It would be in vain for 
me to endeavour, by any Artifice, to palli- 
ate an 1 fifiable Motive, in the Sight of 
HIM who knows the Heart. Nor could I 
hope with any Succeſs to impoſe upon you, 
Sir, who are known to be fo quick-lighted, 
and of ſo acute a Diſcernment in every 
Matter you ſhall pleaſe to take into your 
Conſideration, God knows, I have a ay? 
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ral Compailion ariſing in my Mind at every 
Tnfirmity 1 behold in human Nature, and 
that I have it not Excluſive of theirs, by 
whom I may at any Time ſuffer, I am in 
— Charity with all the World, and tho' 

can reſent an Injury, as I think it becomes 
me as a Chriſtian, as well as a Man, to do, 
(why elſe are we bid to be angry, provid- 
ed we n not?) yet my Heart , and ever 
was a Stranger to Malice, and that for my 
own Sake ny the Peace of Mind a forgiving 
Diſpoſition brings with it, to the Poſſeſſor of it. 
But at the ſame Time I ſay this, | muſt de- 
fire to be excus'd, if Iam, notwithſtanding 
of Opinion, that nothing can be a greater 
Inſtance of true Charity than a little whole- 
tome Ch:/tiſement, when juſtly merited, of 
an ofending Perſon. And if a Man conde- 
ſcends to be Executioner himſelf, his Charity 
is ſtill the greater; eſpecially when, as in 
the Caſe before us, mary others may reap the 
Benefit of his well-placed Severity. 


After this, Sir, I ſhall take a little No- 
tice, in particular of the Compliment 
you pay me, with reſpect to the Strangene/s 
of the Mixture of my Subje&s, and which I 
am ſenüble you intend me, not merely as 
an Auth, às a Fault af Compoſition, but as 
an Error in my Intention, in bringing Sub- 
jects of fo unſuitable a Nature together. If 
the Propriety and Impropriety of this Miæture 
was to be judg'd by the lu icrous State J 
give of it in my Pyeſace, I could indeed 
hape for no guter. But ſurely T ought to 
have expected, that the grave/ Mind — 

ave 
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have excus'd that, when he had once ſecn 
the ſerious Sentiments that bumorous A- 
pearance leads to, in my Book, and that - 
would have ſuſpended his Cenſure till he 
had ſeen it. But what are theſe Subje&s, 
and what their Mixture? 

My Obſervations on the Exerciſe of a Ju- 
ſlice of Peace's Power, on Coals, on the State 
of the Lay in general, aroſe too naturally 
from my original Subject, to excite any Su- 
prize at their being made Parts of it. My 
Doctrine about old Maids, was of an incidental 
Nature to another Part of it; and the L for 
I was willing to give to irregular Bachelors 
incidental to that. Theſe, with a Hiſtory of 
the Caſe, and a Comment on it, are the Parti- 
culars of which the greateſt Part of my Book is 
compos'd, and to which I have ſubjoin'd ſome 
Refletions which concern us as Engliſhmen, and 
as Chriſtians, with reſpect to the Political 
and Religious Diſputes of the Times. And 
where is the Incompatibility, or Inconſif:ncy 
in all this? 

You know very well, Sir, that the Beaut 
of the Creation lies not more in the C wie) 
neſs of the Compoſure of every Part of it, 
than it does in the Variety of the Subjects of 
which it co. Nor does this Variety itſelf 
ſtrike a curious Obſerver of it more on Ac- 
count of the Diverſity of ite Parts, than of 
that admirable Connexion, by which, though 
independent, they are all link'd together, My 
comparing my Book to the Volume of Na- 
ture, is doing it an Honour, which J am a- 
fraid, Sir, you will be ready to ſay it docs 
not fully deſerve. To come then to © nearer 

: Auen. 
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Alluſion, Is there any Thing in Painting that 
ſtrikes one's Imagination more, than the 
Diſparity ot the ſeveral SubjeZs all conſpirin 

to an Unity of Deu? Or in Muſick, that af- 
fects one more than the Combination of your 
Concords and Dijcords together? Or than a 
maſterly Tranſition from one Ney to another? 
I am afraid 1 am ſtill above my Subject in 
my Alluſions; but I think I am the more 
impartial to my Perſormance in being ſo. A 
_ meaner Object ſeen in the Company, of a 
more excellent one, is obſerved to greater 
Diſadvantage, than when ſeen alone, or to- 
gether with one inferior to it. If the Diver= 
ſity of the Subjects of my Book all conſpire 
to an Unity of Deſign, (aud that they do, is 
apparent to every one that ſhall read it, the 
Goop of May, in one Relation or other, and 
was expreſly intended ſo by me;) If, I ſay, 
the difterent Subjects of my Work, have an 
Unity of Deſigu, and there is no barſh Tranſji- 
tion from one to another, why may it not 
be allow'd me to have the Merit of it, as 
well as the re/petive great and little Au- 
thors of the Works I have inſtanc'd in? And 
if that be the Deſign, is it a Deſign unbe- 
coming a Candidate for holy Orders to have? 
If every Subjet in particular has a Tendency 
to better Mankind, 1n every Relation they 
refer to, can there be a Juft Exception taken 
to the whole in general? Methinks I am 
proving ſelf-evident Matters; but if I ap- 
pear to do lo, as I really think I muſt, I de- 
lire you to conſider, that you have yourſelf 
given Occaſion for it, while you have been 


plcaſed to let me underſtand, that what I 
think 
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think fo ſelf-evident! , you, (ind 
Sir, I muſt fay, a little pa 0 though 
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elf-evidently bad. I cannot think I have 
ardon to ask of any Man, or can have juſt» 
iy offended any Order of Men, ever fo ſtu- 
ious of the Dignity of the Priefthood, were 
I actually in the Exerciſe of it, by any inno- 
cent Liberty I have given to my Pen through- 
out the Performance. I can neither think 
there is any Indecency in mixing any, or all 
theſe Subjects together, or in treating them 
in the Manner I have done, Nay, is the no- 
ted Paſſage, at the Bottom, any more than an 
innocent Foke? They muſt have been v 
fat-beaded indeed, who could think Me ſe+ 
rious in the making that a Compliment, which 
was only Judicrouſly term'd fo, in order to 
make Way for the ſerious Argument that 
follow'd it. I ſhall not think it inconſiſtent 
with any Character I ſhall have in the Church 
to indulge occaſionally, for a good End, a 
little Humonr, on a ſuitable Subject, out of 
the Pulpit, any more than I ſhould think it 
not requiſite to be ſerious in it. There is, we 
read, a Time to laugh, as well as a Time to weep, 
and I take it that both theſe Times were for 
the Prieſts, as well as the People. True Chri- 
ſtianity is of a chearful Nature, And Wit and 
Humour (were a Man Maſter of them) may be 
turn'd to as, good Purpoſes, as they may be 
to bad. Wit and Humour, 1n ſubſervience to 
Reaſon, may be of excellent Uſe, on man 
Occaſions, and bring about Conviion, whi 


— alone might not produce. But the 
roſtituting Reaſon to the Service of Wit and 


umour, makes a Man a Buffoon; the moſt 
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vile and moſt centemptible of all Character: 
Is it not one of the peculiar Excellencies of 
the SpECTAToORs, that there is that agree- 
able Mixture of Subje#s, and ſuch an enga- 
ng Variety in the Manner of treating them 
believe there is not a Clergyman in England, 
who would not. have been glad to have writ 
the gocd with the bad, the gay with the ſeri- 
ous of any Volume of thoſe Papers: Nor a 
Mites in "ugland, who would have thought 
it a Refletion oi, his Character to have done 
it. And why then ſhould it be a Repreach 
to me, in whatever Character, to have done 
the like ? For, in fine, what is my Book, but 
a little Volume of Eſſays, on various, and, I 
beg Leave to ſay, on the moſt. important 
Subjects, treated in ſuch a Manner, as that 
every Reader who ſhould take it in Hand 
might find ſomething ſuited to his Taſte ? 
I defy that Book to be mention'd, where Sub- 
jets truly ſerious are treated with greater 
Gravity, or with ſtronger Force of Argument, 
and ſurely ſhall I not be indulg'd a little 
Humour, on a leſs folemn Occaſion ? Is there 
ſo great a Difference between the Leaf of 
one Book, and the Cover of another, as to 
make that monſtrous, bound together, that 
is not fo ſeperate? And yet, for being a lit- 
tle tart, for Example Sake, on thoſe who 
have richly deſerv'd it from me, or for what 
Reaſons I cannot imagine, I muſt be ſo ſe- 
verely animadverted on, as to be charg'd 
with having done, what 7s not to le par- 
doned in a Man, much leſs in a Clergyman, 
in your Brother-Corre/pondents Words, and 
to have it ſaid, if oubli hed would ruin me, in 
| | Yours. 


1 : 
yours, Suffer me, Sir, on concluding this 
Article of 1 Anſwer, to aſſure you, and 


all the World, under my Hand, That no 
Man ſhall ever more ſtudiouſly endeavour 
to walk worthy of the Vacation wherewith 
he is called, whether as a Chriftian, or as a 
Divine, than, by the Grace of God, I will. 
Nor exceed me in the ſtricteſt Attention 
to the Diſcharge of the proper Functions of 
my Duty. My Heart and my Head both 
join in telling you this. And as I am fatis- 
fy'd it has been by the expreſs Providence 
of God, that I have been called to it, I do 
not in the leaſt doubt, but that ſame good 
Providence will yut me, in his own Time, 
in a Capacity of trying the Strength and 
Truth of my Reſolutions. 

But, Sir, I would not have you think I 
ſhall be ever fo ſwallow'd up in the Church 
as to forget my Relation to the State. I ſhall 
no more forget that I am an Engliſhman, than 
that I am a Chriſtian. Liberty and Religion 
are the only twa Things worth contending fer; 
the former of thefe may ſubſiſt without the 
latter, but the latter cannot well without the 
former : For which Reaſon, it is an effential 
Duty of the latter to take Care of the Preſer- 
vation of the ferner; however little it has 
in Ages paſt been thought to be ſo by Many 
of - our Profellion. My Change of Chara- 
&er, after having lived long in Lay-lzfe, may 
not be unfitly compar'd to an Engrpftment of 
one Sort of Fruit on an old Stock of another. 
The future Fruit will certainly be of the Na- 
tur: of the Cyon, but ſtill it may. borrow a Pla- 
u from the Sap of the old Stock, by which 

G 2 it 


— 


1 

it may be no Loſer in its Goodneſs, And I 
beg I may be pardon d, if, tho' an Infant in 
Orders, I cannot think myſelf one, in Senſe, 
in Learning, in Knowledge, or Experience 
of the World, and that without- thinking 
myſelf any great Matter neither: And that 
as I have ſeen ſomething elſe beſides my 
Father's Houſe, a Grammar-School, and a 
College, and have employ'd my Tim: in o- 
ther Matters, than in merely conning over 
a Syſtem of Philoſophy, or Divinity, ſo I hope 
I ſhall be excug'd, if on an pro r Occaſion, 
when the Good of the Pu lick, or of m 
Country, ſhall require it, I have the Ambi- 
tion of ſhewing it. 

I thought the preſent a very fit Oppox- 
TUNITY of delivering my Sentiments on the 
Affairs of the Nation, wherein, as a Briton, 
I muſt be allow'd to have ſome Concern. 
And if what I have ſaid be juf and reaſona- 
ble, 1 have doubly deſerv'd of my Country, 
both on Account of the Goodneſs of my In- 
tention, and of the Execution of it. I have 
examin'd the Complaints and DiſſatisfaTions 
of People at his preſent Majeſty's, and his 
late excellent Royal Father's concluding Ad- 

miniſtration, and have prov'd them ground- 
leſs, and unreaſonable, And have I not con- 
ſulted the Honour of my King and Country 
in doing it? I have ſhewn from what vile, 
baſe, unworthy, ungentleman-like a Prin- 
ciple it is, that theſe Murmurs and Diſſatis? 
Factions are excited in the Nation, by thoſe 
who ſtudiouſly endeavour to raiſe them, and 
have PROV'D it likewiſe to be from a Prin- 
ciple of Malice, and diſappointed Ambion, 

and 
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and not from a noble diſintereſted Concern, 
for the Honour and Intereſt of their Coun- 
try. And that from this plain and decifive 
Reaſon, becauſe if they were influenced by 
that noble Motive, it would have carried 
them to exert themſelves to the redreſſing 
ſome of thoſe certain and notorious Conflitu- 
tional Evils, under which we, as a Communi- 
ty, Tabour, and which it is in their Power 
to have redreſyd, and which had been infi- 
nitely more preferable to an honeſt able 
Mind to have attempted, than to indulge 
ſuch extravagant Railing at Meaſures which 
neither they, nor any one elſe can prove, 
are not the very beft that could, in the Si- 
tuation which Affairs have of late been in, 
have been taken, We were lately no more to 
take our Meaſures from @ueen Elizabeth in 
reſenting the Injuries the Spaniards have 
done us, while there was two ſuch general 
Leagues in Europe ready to take Part in the 

narrel, than we were to take them from 
Edward the Confoſſor And thoſe, Sir, that 
are ſo ready to bring that great Queen's Con- 
duct on the Stage on this Occaſion for Imi- 
tation, know as well it ought not to have 
been imitated, as they who have not fbl- 
 low'dit. It will be Time enough to ſpeak 
with the Spaniards, when either their Allies 
ſhall be as mad as they, or on their not be- 
ing fo, they ſhall refuſe to give Us FULL Sa- 
tlio for the Injuries they have done Us; 
which, I queſtion not, will, on Occaſion, be 
ſeen to, 


Sir, 
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Sir, All the Parts of my Book, of which 
I have taken a Review, hitherto, relate to us, 
either as Men, or as Britons. There remains 
one more Part to be accounted for, which is 
that with which I have concluded it, and 
which relates to us as Chriſtians, There are 
more Reaſons than one that induced me to 
ive my Sentiments on this moſt weighty Sub- 
ject; nor did I ſee any Impropriety to annex 
ſome Thoughts on that Relation to thoſe of 

the two former, I was more particularl 
induc'd to do this, becauſe I cannot think, 
that the Intereft of Chriſtianity is ſerv'd in 
following the Author of the Grounds through 
all the Maxes and Labyrinths which he has 
ſpread before us, and thro' which he would 
lead us: And I was not willing to write a 
Book on Purpoſe to ew it, If, however, 
what I have writ be not Taten on this 

Head, I may hereafter give a larger Scope to 
my Thoughts on that Subje#, I look on 
that Author as a Sort of Ignis fatuus, or Fack 
o the Lanthorn, by following of which we 
are led out of the high Road, which moſt di- 
realy leads us to the Believing, with Rea- 
fon, in Chrift, and which beft conducts us to 
the authoritative Knowledge of the Chriftian 
Religion. Antecedent to all other dal 
the Matter of Fact of Chriſ's having been on 
Earth, and done ſuch Things, and preach'd 
ſuch Doctrines, and what Evidence we have for 
it, ought to be effabliſ/d, or rejected. Let o- 
thers think as they pleaſe, this is my Opi- 
nion, and I was willing to enforce it. Three 
or four Things decide with me the Truth of 
all Religion, both natural and revealed. They 
are 


(47) 

are theſe, Is there a BEING diſtin? from the 
material World that form'd it, and all that 
is in it? If there be, ſurely he can alter it, 
or any ordinary eſtabliſh'd Law of it, at 
Pleaſure. There can be no Abſurdity in con- 
ceiving a Poſſibility of bis giving us, by ex- 

reſs Revelation, a more explicite Notion of 

is own Nature, and what concerns us, than 
is diſcoverable by the natural Uſe of our 
Reaſon, Has be done it ? Did he do it by 
Chriſt? To me it ſhould ſeem neceſſary to 
determine, whetber Chriſt came from Gop 
or No, before we reaſon, Whether he be ſuch 
a Owe, as is ſuppoſed, previouſly, to have been 
promiſed. Theſe ſeem to me to. be two very 
diſtin& Conſiderations ; the 2 the lat- 
ter of which, is only beating the ob, whilſt 
the Eu ftarting the Game, Whether 
this be, Sir, in your Opinion the ſmall good 
Part, or one of the large uſeleſs Parts of m 
Book, I cannot tell, but, I hope, you wi 
not think it an unchriſtian One, 


I ſhould here add a Word concerning the 
general Ciel neſs of my Performance, which 
you are pleaſed to ſay is fo large; but I am 
perſuaded I ſhould very unneceſſarily fatigue 
my Reader, ſhould I enter into any Detail 
concerning it. The Subjects of it are, eve 
one of them certainly highly uſeful , and it 
is my Manner in treating them, only, that 
muſt make ſo large a Part of it wſeleſs, if, 
as you ſay, it really be fo, To which, I thall 
only add, That I have heartily endeavoured 
to do my Country ſome Good, in the ſeveral 
Reſpeds, which the Subje#s of my Book refer 

| to; 
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to, and I ſhall he very glad to ſee yourſelf, 
Sir, your Brother - Admoniſh:r, or any one 
_ ole, do it more. | 


Wren I had writ thus far in Anſwer 
to the Letter you favoured me with, I ſuſ- 
pended my Pen, and kept my Letter open 
a few Days in order to hear * Objections 
might occur from other Hands, in order to 
make uſe of the Opportunity of this, Con- 
veyance to Anſwer Them. But I have heard 
of Two only, That do not coincide with what 
I have already ſpoken to. The frf of which 
is, © That indeed, my Book was not ill 
* writ, but that it had been better for ME, 
nat to have write it“. The Other, © That 
* tho” there are 170 Pages in it, yet becauſe 
* there is ſomething in a Page or two of it 
* call'd wild and whimfical, and which, i 
hy mony ſo, was expreſsly intended for thoſe 
* of that Charafer, the Whole is worth 
* Nothing”. | 

The firſt of Theſe, being the moſt material, 
thall I ouly take Notice of, And to which 
I ſhall make the following Anſwer, That I 
entred the World a Free Man, and that, by 
the Grace of Gop, I am reſolved to live, and 
die one. That there 1s but two Ways to 
bring this about, either by honeſtly en- 
creaſing one s Fortune in proportion to one's 
Deſires, or by retrenching one's Deſires, to 
the Meaſure of a Man's Fortune, I have 
throughly ſtudied hm Life, and thoſe that 
live it, and know, That he that has few or 
no Dees, of what is not in his Power, is as 
rich, aud may be as independent, as he that hav 

amy 
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nay, and is able to gratify them. It is the 

artig. not the not poſſeſſing, that 
n 


kes 3 Man poor and dependent. Inordi- 
— Defires will make a Man & greater Slave 
io 8 free Rath) thep be is, who has the Mis 
rtune to be born under deſpotick Govern- 


ment, and is without them, Very few Things 


are abſolutely neceſſary to our Happine/s, 


that lie not within the Reach of every Man 
to procure to himſelf. Right” Notions of 
Things would, to the Eyes of every one, 
put 4 beautiful Appearance on the State 
S hone Li, nad ths of 
gloomy we very think it, 
atural * Whilſt N wherewith 
all 7 I thank I have ever had yet 
and I queſtion not but from the Goodnefs of 
his Providence ever ſhall have) to feed, and 
deceutly to cloath myſelf (and a very little 
will ſerve for theſe Purpoſes to him who has 
a Spirit of Neatneſs,or loves to keep his Head 
clear) I ſhall never repine at theWant of that 
which Ihave not. To be without That which 
I have not, is mare theMisfortime of Thoſe, to 
whoſe Benefit I ſhould convert it, if I had 
it, than my own, In ſhort, I am reſolved 
io gre myſelf by my on Wiſdom, and I 
will never make a Surrender of my Under- 
ſtanding to any Man, but as I ſhall ſee 
Reaſon, becauſe I think it is not in any 
Man's Power.to give an Equivalent for it. 
No, not in the Pope's, by making me a Ca- 
dinal, Whatever Good I ſhall ever have 
done me, with this prime Reſerve, I will 
thankfully and gratefully 1 from any 


Man. Mind to me a Kingdom is 
* 3 * a 


* 
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as the old Song has it, and ſo would every 
Man's Mind be to him, were there never, 
MOST WISE IL v prefer d, The ſitting 
% down to half a dozen * — of Meat, 
* with Variety of Wines, fine Cloaths, a Pair 
* or two of Horſes, or a flately Equipage, 
c. accompanied with abje# SLAvEeRy, 
* to a ſingle Diſh of Meat, with a Glaſs 
* of Ale, to a plain Suit of Cloaths, and to 
the going to the Hovse a-foot, in the 
* Poffetlion of true FREEDOM“. 
What Inquietude would not a little ſober 
Reflection, followed by a ſuitable Reſolu- 
rion free that Man's Mind from, who is a 
Slave to his Deſires? And who when he takes 
a Reward, or is in Proſpect of one, for doing 
what may not be wrong, is equally a Slave, 
as when he takes it to do that which is 
not right. What true genuine Boldneſs of 
Spirit, might not be the Portion of every 
Man that pleaſed! What a heavy Load 
would there not be taken off the C-V-L 
L-$ST, if a Spirit of true Freedom more 
univerſally grove And how much more 
freely, if it did, would not a Prime Miniſter 
breath at his Levee, at the End of a SE S- 
SIONS! « 
But, Sir, with all this true Dignity of Mind, 
I cannot conceal it from you, That it is an 
Article of my Political Creed, to believe it 
my Duty to be, in the general, for a Mini- 
fry, no leſs than for a King, de facto. This, 
ou know, is Law, and That, I think, ma 
juſtly be term'd, in a Senſe, Goſpel. I thin 
the Happineſs of our Country requires this, 
where the Queſtion is only of Meaſures more 
i : or 


S 
ar leſs prudent, and not of ſuch as relate to the 
None of our Conftitution. In. Matters 
of the former Caſe 'I would give my Opini- 
on as I ſaw: Reaſon, were I call'd io it, but 
IJ wauld abet that Reſolution that thould 
be taken. That Man who, out of per ſonal 


e Conſiderations, oppojes a Mi- 
b 


niſter:, is as great a.Slave, as he that takes a 
v to ſupport him. *Tis very impertinent to 
cenſure what 18, becauſe poſlibly not fo 
good, as what we in our Fancies may ima- 
in might have been. The State of Things 
in this World was never made for Fr fed ian, 
and leaſt of all Government. Let Magna 
Charta be once broke in upon, the Petition 
of Right made light of, the Habeas Corpus Ad 
— lay'd with, or the ſolemn Decla- 
ation of the Rights of the People be ſet aſide 
ould I ever live to ſee this (which God 
forbid) I ſhall think it my Duty, and I hope 
every one that reads, this would think it 
bis, to treat that Man, who occaſions it, Who- 
ever he be, worſe than I have the Knight, 
his elde Brother or the old Maids. And I 
thould, with-morePleaſure take up my Lod- 
ng I Newgate for doing it, than to be 
dg in a Palace in Velvet, and ſilently ſec 
the Liberty of my Country endangered. 
But whatever a Parcel of peeviſb, ſplenat ick, 
diſcontented Mortals whiſper about, (Thanks 
be to God) this is a Virtue, that there is 
no ju Proſpe# of any Occaſion to exerciſe, 
neither for Ourſclves, nor our Pofferity. The 
illuſtrious Family of Bxv xsw1ck has been 
protected and honoured by the Providence. 
of God, for other purpoſes, The Princes of 


1 

it have, in all Ages, been famous in their 
Generations for being Proteffors and Auuo 
cates for the natural Rights of Mankind: Nor 
are ALL Thoſe of them that arb now alive (I 
ſpeak from my own Knowledge) behind any 
of their Predeceſſors in theſe'moff eminent Vir. 
tues. We have lately experienced the Fu- 
therly Tenderneſs of Oue of them, for the 
Liberties and Privileges of a free People ; 
who, in every Thing, was expre/ily ſoltici+ 
tous to make the Law the Meaſure of his 
Rule. And when it pleaſed Heaven to r. 
move him from Us, We have his Roy 
Virtues preſerved to us in his Son, wha 
makes it his Glory, as well from Tnelina» 
tion, as Duty, to imitate his ny Father's 
Great Example. Our Prince, in ſhort, is too 
good, our Miniſters too wiſe, and too hon 
and have too much at Stake of their own, 
and Britons in general of too true 'a Spirit, 
ever to hear the leaſt Danger of the 'Loſs 
of their Liberty. May the Day of Jadg- 
ment find 'GxeaT BRITAIN, as free, us 
rich, and as*poperful (but more virtuous 

it is, under our preſent Moſt Gracioùs So- 
vereigns King GEORGE the Second, and 
Queen CAROLINE, Won may Heas 
ven preſerve among us, till every one that 
pay their Court to them, imitate them 'in 
their perſonal Virtues, and become, in their 
reſpettive Relations, as good Ha:hands and 
Wives, Fathers and Mothers, Maffers and 
Miftreſſes, as their RovaL-SeLves! And 
Lask their Majefties'and my Country's Par- 
don, if I wiſh Taye to live no longer. 


| Pardon, 


| (:33 ) 
| Pardon, Bir, the Str of this Mixture, 


] beſeech you. confe $I ramble; But it 

is the Natore of this .Epiffolary Way of Vri- 

tim to be ungen d. And it oy this Rea- 

fon, (and, perhaps, you,are ready to ſay, not 

without: aſon, hecaufe {o ſuitable to my 

— Genius Yhit-l like it above all o- 
| 


Jam upon the Point af Ut you. 
— Fog rs 
rern pen nn 
had the extreme Cenſolatian of receiving 
at one znd the ſame Time) and whatever 
elſe of the like Nature with the Contents 
of them, which I beard the n Day or two, . 
ater my Book was-publiſhed, may be juſtly 
ikened to a Clap a -Thundey, the Report of 
which, after the ſudden Ex _ is over, 
dwindles away by little and little, till it 
is heard no more; and a-fine, pleaſant, re- 
freſhing Aura has ſucceeded it, I find, in 
ſhort, Sir, that I have more Occaſion for the 
Exerciſe of wy Moderation than of my Fu- 
tience, in the Manner in which my Book 
has been, in the general, received, and that 
the World is reſolved, that a Paſſage or two, 
which might have been either left out, or 
letter expreſſed in a Work of ſuch a Length, 
and various Nature, writ without the Privi- 
ty or Inſpectlon of any Man, ſhall not de- 
roy the whole Merit of what was ſo mani - 
feſtly intended for our Happineſs as Men, 
and as Engliſhmen; and wherein what Re- 


ſentment there is, is no more than what the 
State 
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might, Sir, here allow m — to 35 

at Tow, your Brother-Correſj 
pole all, who, like you, were led by t 725 
Colours 1 purpoſely” Ju y hung out in my Preface, 
and another Part or ie of my Book; to mi- 
fake the Nature of it, have, on cooler Re- 
flection, and ſu bſequent Information, correct- 
ed your oy ieee in my Fa- 
vour, an ave ſupprefs'd this Anſwer 
to your ae but when I had 2 it, I 
thought it een as good let it For 1 
thought I could not give both to ne: and 
to yourſelf, for the affect ionate Honour 1 
bear you, too great an Infance how ſincere- 
yi deſire to preſerve your Good 8 
and with what Degree = | 


Y 0 U k. 
bee Serge, eee 
eſtminſter, moſt-obliged, tho moſt 
Feb. 15, 1728-9. * 
N wwortby, Brother, 
1 


8 and bumble Servant, 


R. W. 


NO N poſidentem multa, vocaveris 
Refte beatum: refius occupat 
Nomen beati, qui Deorum 
Muneribus ſapienter uti, 
Duramg; callet pauperiem pati, 
Pejuſq, letho flagitium timet. 
Non 1LLE pro caris amicis, 
Aut patria timidus perire. 


on. Od. ix. lib. 3. 
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